3. THE LION, THE FOX AND THE FISH

The Lion appointed the Fox governor of the water. While ruling on the shore, the Fox angled after fish, intent on eating his
constituents. The poor fish were placed in a hot pan over a roaring fire. Seeing their end close at hand, the fish began to fling
themselves about frantically in an attempt to escape. The Lion, hearing rumors of the Fox's abuse of power, came to investigate.
"What is going on here?” he demanded, motioning toward the springing fish.
"These are carp, inhabitants of the waters.” answered the Fox, "We have all come together to congratulate you, our good king,
on your arrival.” (All the time the fish were leaping about in the pan.)
"But tell me,” asked the Lion, "why do the carp fling themselves about s0?”
"O wise Lion," replied the Fox, "they are dancing for joy at seeing you!”

Ivan Krylov (trans. W. R. S. Ralston)
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