
Ten Miniatures for guitar, op. 57 

 
I spent much of the late 90s, as well as the present decade, putting into order a 
creative house whose "bohemian" (the kindest word I can think of for what I 
mean to say...) nature I had come to find unacceptable.  I largely eschewed 
original creative work that would contribute more objects to the unmanageable 
disarray, devoting the time I had instead to sprucing up and releasing some of 
the unfinished or inadequately realized essays from the previous two decades.  
As an example, take my opus 24 Preludes for organ.  In the early 80s I had the 
idea to collect some of the improvisations I did in various churches into a set that 
traversed all the major and minor keys.  I set aside the opus number 24 for this 
project and kept a folder in which I placed my jottings of original morceaux and 
chorale preludes.  As late as 1992 I was still adding to the folder, but it was not 
until I had the opportunity, in 2003, to publish something for organ online that I 
finally came to terms with the sprawling contents of the decades old folder.  I had 
more than enough original material that I was able to dispense with the hymn-
based numbers entirely, and did the necessary transpositions and shuffling of the 
fragments to organize things into the present book which organists around the 
world now enjoy playing. 
 
When I met guitarist Peter Fletcher this year I was as impressed by his heartfelt 
and technically dazzling interpretations as by his earnest desire to effect an 
expansion of repertoire for his instrument.  When he approached me about 
arranging a commission, I said that I had some fragments for guitar collected in 
the 80s and 90s that I could possibly work up, and he became enthusiastic at the 
prospect.  Familiar as he was with some very early works of mine for guitar (opp. 
4 to 6) as well as one of my very latest efforts, for flute and guitar (op. 74), he 
was keen on filling in the chronological gap (from 1977 to 1999), as of course 
was I. 
 
When I examined the sketches, I realized that the undeveloped, or possibly 
underdeveloped, nature of what I found didn't have necessarily to do with 
laziness or lack of suitable outlets, but devolved instead from the DNA in the 
materials themselves.  Perhaps so little seemed to be going on because I was 
supposed to be pithy and reticent with their contents.  I changed the name from 
Album for guitar (op. 52 is a Children's Album for piano, op. 53 is Album for 
trumpet) to the one heading these notes. 
 
Like everyone else, I have been reading Jill Taylor's wonderful book My Stroke of 
Insight.  This probably made me more sensitive than I would have been 
otherwise to the Affekt of each of the fragments I was examining.  I realized that 
they fell pretty neatly into a balance of attributes associated with the left brain 
(decisive, judgmental) and the right brain (compassionate, joyous).  I decided to 
have five pairs of contrasting pieces, and to alternate their orders (left/right, then 
right/left, then left/right, etc.).  For those of you who haven't sampled the book 
yet, I'll point out that my sensitivity to the music's emotional aspects and the 



opening of the creative space wherein I could play with and spin out the materials 
were functions of my right brain.  The transcription of the music floating about my 
head (right brain, pretty much) into standard notation and the organizing 
principles I have just described (and indeed, the very verbalization into these 
program notes of ideas heretofore inchoate) were functions of the left brain.  Yes, 
I can say that I have learned more about the left brains of composers I revere 
from reading about them and taking a slide rule to their music, but more about 
their right brains from just the music itself! 
 
Three of the ten Miniatures were newly coined for this project, viz., nos. 3, 4 and 
6.  The rest represent my efforts to work out my older fragmentary sketches into 
finished compositions.  In most cases the form (left brain) was set in the present, 
but a few subsisted in a successful mould even from my more right-brained days, 
such as the final mazurka, which only needed a coda.  The numbers are 
 
1. Decisive (left)  2. Flippant (right) 
3. Serene (right)  4. Frantic (left) 
5. Self-absorbed (left)  6. Devoted (right) 
7. Compassionate (right)  8. Judgmental (left) 
9. Melancholic (left)  10. Joyous (right)  
 
 
My Ten Miniatures are gratefully dedicated to Peter. 
 
 
Victor Frost 
28 VII 08 
New York City 
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0))8!-1!2)!5!,)3-5/6!%1385'!/6-)93/-(!-1!-.)!)6-/3)!1+&0:!-.5-!/0!-1!05(;!-.)!<.1')!

<1&'4!0))8!-1!2)!93)5-)3!-.56!-.)!0&8!1%!-.)!+53-0#!!$!4/3),-!(1&!-1!-.)!9)6)35'!

+319358!61-)0#!!=1&!</''!0))!-.5-!-.)!+/),)0!<)3)!,16,)/>)4!/6!5%%),-/>)!+5/30;!564!/-!

<1&'4!2)!/4)5''(!!""!#$%&!!/%!-.)(!,1&'4!2)!+3)0)6-)4!-.5-!<5(#!!7.)!?&)0-/16!</''!

53/0)!<.)-.)3!-.)!0&2-/-')0!@A&498)6-5';!A1(1&0B!53)!5++31+3/5-)!-1!2)!'/0-/69#!!$!

<1&'4!05(;!()0;!/%!5!9/>)6!+5/3!@13!-.)!<.1')!-)6!6&82)30B!<)3)!2)/69!+3193588)4#!!

C-.)3</0);!+31252'(!61-#!!!!!

D#!!7.)!61-5-/16!.)3)!2)6)%/-0!%318!8(!,160&'-5-/16!</-.!9&/-53/0-0!E)-)3!F')-,.)3!

564!G545>!H)>#!!I0!5'<5(0;!-.)!582/9&/-(!50!-1!<.)-.)3!-.)!+'5()3!0.1&'4!5005(!-1!

5,-&5''(!.1'4!5!'169!61-);!13!<.)-.)3!/-!/0!-.)3)!0/8+'(!-1!85J)!,)3-5/6!

,18+10/-/165'!+/6/160!+'5/6#!!!

7.)!0(6,1+5-/16!/6!-.)!8)'14(!1%!-.)!-./34!253!1%!K/6/5-&3)!L!/0!5!9114!)*58+')#!!$!

)*+),-!-.)!+)3%138)3!-1!A&8+!25,J!-1!+'5(/69!-.)!0<5(/69!4)0,56-!,.1340!/6!5!./9.!

+10/-/16#!!M&-!$!<1&'4!6)>)3!<56-!-1!,18+')-)!-.)!8#!</-.!5!.5'%!3)0-!/6!-.)!0-)80N

41<6!>1/,)#!!@O)!-)64!-1!9/>)!813)!)8+.50/0!-1!61-)0!</-.!-/)0!/6!0(6,1+5-)4!

8&0/,#B!!I61-.)3!)*58+')!1%!P-./6J!2&-!416Q-!+'5(P!<1&'4!2)!-.)!0/8+')!8)'14(!1%!

6&82)3!$L#!!$-0!%/30-!61-)0;!M!564!R;!50!1+)6!0-3/690;!,56!01&64!-.)/3!%&''!')69-.!5-!-./0!

-)8+1#!!7.)!SN0.53+!-.5-!%1''1<0!,56!2)!.)'4!'169)3!50!<)''#!!7.)!./9.)3!M!3)5,.)4!

6)*-!</''!+31252'(!2)!,'10)3!/6!+)3%13856,)!-1!56!)/9.-.#!!M&-!-.)!TN0.53+!,18/69!&+!

5!%)<!88#!'5-)3!,56!16'(!-),.6/,5''(!'50-!-.)!')69-.!1%!5!0/*-))6-.!2)%13)!/-0!+10/-/16!

8&0-!2)!3)'/6?&/0.)4!01!50!-1!+'5(!-.)!5,,18+56(/69!>1/,)#!!I''!-.)0)!8)'14(!-16)0!

0.1&'4!9)-!-.)!058)!)8+.50/0;!564!-.5-!/0!<.(!-.)(!53)!5''!61-5-)4!-.)!058)!50!

?&53-)30#!

$6!5!%)<!+'5,)0;!/-!8/9.-!2)!)%%),-/>)!-1!.1'4!61-)0!'()*!+!-.56!/64/,5-)4;!0&,.!50!-.)!

./9.!M!5-!-.)!)64!1%!K/6/5-&3)!$$$#!!$%!16)!<56-0!-1!41!-.5-!</-.!-.)!%/65'!,.134!1%!

6&82)3!L$;!-.)6!/-!0.1&'4!2)!+'5()4!/6!./9.!+10/-/16!-1!)652')!-.)!.53816/,!-1!2)!

)*),&-)4!<./')!-.)!,.134!-16)0!53)!2)/69!.)'4#!

I-!5''!)>)6-0;!-.)0)!J/640!1%!/6,160/0-)6,/)0;!564!-.)/3!53-/0-/,!)*+'1/-5-/16;!53)!+53-!

1%!-.)!/60-3&8)6-Q0!,.538#!!M&-!018)-/8)0;!5--)8+-/69!-1!0811-.!1&-!

/6,160/0-)6,/)0!8/9.-!2)!-.)!2)0-!53-/0-/,!5++315,.!-1!5!9/>)6!+50059)#!!7.)!,.1340!

-.5-!1+)6!6&82)3!L!</''!9)-!0)>)3)'(!0.13-)6)4!16,)!-.)!8)'14(!0-53-0#!!U.1&'4!16)!

+)3.5+0!0-53-!-.)8!1&-!/6!5!018)<.5-!43(!564!4)-5,.)4!8566)3!01!-.)!)53!,56!

2)--)3!%1''1<!-.)/3!+3193)00!<.)6!-.)(!'5-)3!0.53)!-.)!0-59)!</-.!-.)!2500!8)'14(V!!

W#!!7.)!21--18!SN41&2')N0.53+!/6!-.)!56-)+)6&'-/85-)!8#!1%!K/6/5-&3)!$$!/0!

018)-./69!1%!5!A1J)#!!$-!/0!,!-)$!-1!01&64!0'1++(!@50!/%!-.)!9&/-53/0-!<56-)4!-1!2)!

+'5(/69!5''!41&2')!1,-5>)0!/6!-./0!-./3-(N0),164!61-)!%/9&3)XB;!56!)%%),-!0+1/')4!/%!16)!



/9613)0!-.)!4)0/965-/16!-1!+'5(!/-!50!56!1+)6!0-3/69!@<./,.!,)3-5/6'(!0.1&'4!2)!

5''1<)4!-1!3/69!-.31&9.B#!!!!!!

Y#!!I!<134!521&-!53+)99/10#!!S)6)35''(!0+)5J/69;!$!416Q-!.5>)!5!0-3169!1+/6/16!50!-1!

<.)6!-.10)!0.1&'4!2)!)8+'1()4;!564!$!.5>)!1%-)6!2))6!4)'/9.-)4!1>)3!-.)!()530!

<.)6!9&/-53/0-0!.5>)!231J)6!5!,.134!/6!8(!8&0/,!<.)3)!0&,.!6)>)3!1,,&33)4!-1!8)#!!

7.)!+312')8!.)3)!/0;!$!41!.5>)!5!%)<!53-/,&'5-/160!-1!/64/,5-)!-.5-!,)3-5/6!,.1340!

6))4!-1!2)!31'')4;!564!$!%)53!-.5-!-./0!8/9.-!2)!>/)<)4!50!)*,'&0/1653(!@61!853J/69!

8)560;!61!31''B!35-.)3!-.56!/6,'&0/1653(#!!F))'!%3))!-1!53+)99/5-)!56(!-/8)!(1&!.5>)!5!

8/64!-1!41!01;!&6')00!(1&!0))!-.)!853J/69!).-.!@)()/-+0!**%-$(1.!!

$6!-.)!%/30-!K/6/5-&3);!-.)!-<1!%1&3N61-)!,.1340!/6!-.)!%/30-!8#!,1&'4!2)!31'')4!?&/,J'(;!

13!5!43/)3!)%%),-!8/9.-!2)!+3)%)33)4#!!7.)!?&/,J!,.1340!16!-.)!'50-!2)5-!1%!8#!W!

+31252'(!0.1&'46Q-!2)!53+)99/5-)4;!+53-/,&'53'(!<.)6!-<1!1%!-.)!-.3))!3)5'!>1/,)0!

%5''!-</,)!/6-1!&6/0160!@8)56/69!-.5-!16'(!-<1!61-)0!5,-&5''(!01&64B#!!7.)!%/65'!

%13-/00/81!,.134!</''!3)+3)0)6-!-.)!+'5()3Q0!/6-)3+3)-5-/16Z!!0.1&'4!-.)!,.134!2)!

31'')4!'/J)!-.)!1%%2)5-!16)0!/6!-.)!+3)>/1&0!-.3))!88#;!13!0.1&'4!/-!2)!+'5()4!

2'1,J)4;!'/J)!-.)!41<62)5-!1%!8#![#!!

$6!-.)!0),164!K/6/5-&3);!-.)!8)'14(!81>)0!16!-.)!'50-!)/9.-.!1%!8#!WD!/6-1!5!8/44')!

>1/,);!<.)3)!/-!3)85/60!/6!-.)!6)*-!-<1!88#!!I64!-.)6;!/6!8#!W\;!/-!/0!-.)!21--18!61-)!

1%!%1&3!/6!-.)!0/8&'-56)/-(#!!$!J61<!-.5-!018)!9&/-53/0-0!@0&,.!50!-.)!0)-Q0!4)4/,5-))B!

53)!54)+-!5-!23/69/69!1&-!/66)3!>1/,)0!)>)6!/6!-.)!8/44')!1%!56!53+)99/5-/16;!2&-!$!

50J!(1&!-1!0))!/%!+)3.5+0!-./0!A5]](!+50059)!8/9.-!2)!813)!)%%),-/>)!+'5()4!0-35/9.-#!

$6!K/6/5-&3)!L$;!-.)!2500!+'5(0!5!4/8/6&-/16!1%!-.)!85/6!-&6)!@01&64/69!

0/8&'-56)1&0'(!5-!.5'%!0+))4!/6!-.)!01+3561B!/6!8#!"^_#!!$!-.1&9.-!-.5-!-.)!2500!

>1/,)N')54/69!25,J!-1!S!16!-.)!-./34!2)5-!<1&'4!2)!,')53)3!/%!-.)!&+<534!53+)99/1!

0/96!-.)3)!<)3)!/6!+'5,)#!

K/6/5-&3)0!L$$$!564!$`!%)5-&3)!8)'14(!/6!-.)!2500!-.31&9.1&-#!!T1<6<534!31''/69!

53+)99/10!-.)6!8/9.-!2)!5++31+3/5-)#!

7.)!+)6&'-/85-)!,.134!/6!-.)!'50-!K/6/5-&3)!.50!56!)6%13,)4!53+)99/1!0(821'#!!a)3)!

$Q8!.1+/69!%13!5!$+(,0!2'3(+!%''!4//2)-<))6!-.)!'/69)3/69!1>)3-16)0!3/69/69!%318!-.)!

A&0-!+'5()4!'1<!R!50!/-!01&640!-.31&9.;!564!-.)!53+)99/5-/16!/-0)'%;!+)3.5+0!-.)!%5,-!

-.5-!-./0!,.134!/0;!/6!%5,-;!/6>)3-)4!<16Q-!9)-!61-/,)4b!!@$!<)6-!%13!,16>)6/)6-!>1/,/69!

50!+53-!1%!5!065]](!)64/69!%13!-./0!6&82)3!564;!%13!-.5-!85--)3;!-.)!%&''!,(,')#B!

!!!!!!

!!!


